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ABSTRACT

Reading is one of important skills in learning English. In addition, students should master reading
comprehension too. As a result, it is the most important skill to master in order to ensure success in
learning. But many students still find difficulties in comprehending the text so their reading score is
bad. To help the students, Literature Circles can be used in teaching reading.The aim of this research is
to find out the seventh grade students’ reading comprehension before and after being taught using
literature circles, and to find out any effect of Literature Circles on students’ reading comprehension.
This research used quantitative pre experimental research. The instrument in this research is test which
consists of one group pre-test and one group post-test. The population of the study was the seventh
grade of MTs. Sunan Kalijogo Kranding Mojo Kediri. The sample was the VII K class consisted of 34.
There are three steps that is done by the researcher. First, the researcher give pre-test, then the
reseacher give treatment and the last is giving post-test. In this research the researcher just put one
group/class and uses pre-test and post-test to see the result of the treatment. The result of the research
showed the mean of post-test (81,47) was higher than the mean of pre-test (71,74). It means that
students’ reading comprehension after being taught using Literature Circles was increased. In
addition, the result reports that t-score (12,3) was higher than t-table 1% (2,750). As conclusion,
teaching reading using Literature Circles is effectively improving students skills of reading. Moreover,
the method leads the students to have a beneficial discussions. The teacher can apply this technique
because it makes the students easy to comprehend the texts.

Key words: Reading, Reading Comprehension, Literature Circles

BACKGROUND

Reading is one of language
skills that plays an important role for
students to understand the whole
language. Based on Harmer (2001:68)
“There are many reasons why getting

students to read English texts is an
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important part of the teacher’s job. In
the first place, many of them want to
be able to read texts in English either
for their careers, for study purposes or
simply for pleasure. Anything we can
do to make reading easier for them

must be a good idea.”
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In addition, students should
master  reading  comprehension,
because reading comprehension is one
of important English aspects. For most
of students, reading is the most
important skill to master in order to
ensure success in learning. Based on
Snow (2002: 11) reading
comprehension as the process of
simultaneously extracting and
constructing meaning through
interaction and involvement with
written language.It means that reading
comprehension is an activity to
understand the reading material
deeply. A reader should think
critically how to understand the text.
Furthermore, reading comprehension
is related closely to the cognitive
competence of the readers, because it
will produce comprehension. The
comprehension towards the reading
materials is the main objective.
However, the fact reflects that the
majority of the students are not
competent enough to comprehend
English.

In fact, some students have
problems in comprehending reading
skill. First, students have difficulty in
understanding the content. This is a
serious problem because they do not
comprehend  the  text  without

understanding the meaning of the
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vocabulary. In reading
comprehension, there are several
indicators which must be acquired by
students in order to get comprehended
such as identify general information,
identify detail and specify
information. Some students haven’t
reached and understood the indicators
so they cannot comprehend the text
and the students get difficulty to
answer the question. As a result their
reading score is low.

The second, students have
difficulty to “catch” information in
memory across sentences, in order to
derive overall meaning from a
paragraph or passage. For longer
passages, concepts from multiple
paragraphs must be retained in
memory and linked together. Students
with  memory weaknesses have
difficulty “catching” information in
memory as they read, and may not be
perceive how paragraphs build upon
ideas or how ideas are linked together.

The third, some students do not
actively process the material they read.
They need to learn to actively engage
with  written  material, through
techniqgues such as  wondering,
predicting, clarifying, linking ideas,
relating material to their own life

experiences, and visually picturing,
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scenes in a story or passage (similar to
seeing a movie in their head).

As the effort to make students’
reading comprehension get better, the
researcher proposes to use Literature
Circles in teaching reading
comprehension.  Harvey  Daniels
(1994) defines a literature circle as a
small, temporary reading group in
which each member agrees to read a
text and to assume  specific
responsibilities  during  discussion
time.The students meet regularly, and
their roles or responsibilities change at
each session or meeting. When the
group finishes reading and discussing
the text, group members determine the
manner in which to share their
comprehension in a whole-class
setting.Students  are individually
assigned roles they must assume that
are reflected in the tasks they must
accomplish and discuss when meeting
with their group. There are many roles
used for literature circle groups, but
the roles most often utilized include
the Connector, Word Wizard, Artful
Artist, Passage Picker, and Question
Asker. The purpose of the roles is to
give students a focus for reading, as
well as a task to help them through
their own comprehension of the text.
The Connector is the student

responsible for making connections
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between the text and the real world.
When discussing the text with the
group, the Connector might start by
saying, “This story reminds me
of...”.The Word Wizard is in charge
of finding vocabulary in the text. The
Word Wizard can identify words he or
she does not know, finds interesting,
or thinks are important to the story.
The Artful Artist is responsible for
visualizing what is happening in the
story and turning that mental image
into a drawing to share with the rest of
the group. The Passage Picker’s role is
to find sections of the text that are
important, interesting, or possibly
difficult to understand. These passages
are shared with the reading group and
discussed. The person in the group
responsible for creating questions to
ask of other group members is the
Question Asker. The questions can
have answers that come directly from
the text, or can be questions to ask
other group members, or even
questions that can only be answered
by the author. Eventually students are
guided away from strict, assigned
roles; but initially, these roles provide
structure and focus for participating in
a literature circle.

The point of Literature Circles is
to encourage the student to read

simple text instead text rich of content.
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It provide chance for student to
their skill, the

characteristic of Literature Circles

explore reading
attracts the researcher’s attention and
decides to try in his English class of
MTs. Sunan Kalijogo. Remembering
interest of

the students has lack

reading the researcher chooses on

action research to record this
descriptive text.
Based on some previous

research, it found that literature circles
gave significant effect in reading
comprehension and makes the students
become active during the teaching
Based the

the

learning process. on

explanation above researcher
chooses several indicators in reading
such as

comprehension identify

general information, identify detail
and specific information, and the last
is identifying meaning of word. The
researcher also wants to know whether
has effect to

Literature Circles

improve students’ reading
comprehension to the seventh grade
students of MTs. Sunan Kalijogo
Kranding Mojo Kediri in Academic
Year 2016/2017”.

The writer use descriptive text to
limited in reading comprehension with
indicators:

Identifying general

information,  Identifying  specific
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information, Identifying detail
information. Identifying the meaning
of word. This research was conducted
to know the effect of literature circles
before and after being taught using
literature circles and to know whether
any effect of literature circles on

students’ reading comprehension.

METHOD

The research design applied in
this research is quantitative research.
Then, the

experimental research to analyse how

researcher used pre
is the students’ reading comprehension
before and after being taught using
literature circlesand to know the effect

of literature circles on students’
reading comprehension. The
instrument in this research is test

which consists of one group pre-test
and one group post-test. The pre-test
and post-test were in the same form of
multiple choices that consists of 20
questions about descriptive text which
representative of some indicators, such
as identify general information,

identify detail and specific
information, the last is identifying
meaning of word. The test is given to
see and compare students’ reading
comprehension before and after being
taught using Literature Circles and

answer the question of formulation of
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the problem. The score of students’
reading comprehension before and
after being taught using literature
circlesare analyzed using statistic
analyze.

This study was held in MTs.
Sunan Kalijogo Kranding Mojo Kediri
which is located on Kranding Village
Mojo Kediri. The researcher decided
seventh grade students of MTs. Sunan
Kalijogo Kranding Mojo Kediri as
populations. Then, the researcher
chooses seventh grade students of VII
K as the sample of this research that

consists of 34 students.

RESULT AND CONCLUSION
A. Result

The research result shows that
there is a very significant effect of
using Literature Circleson students’
reading comprehension  atseventh
grade of MTs. Sunan Kalijogo
Kranding Mojo Kediri .

The firstresult is students’
reading comprehension score
increased. It is proven by the mean of
post-test (81,47) is higher than the
mean of pre-test (71,47). It is also
supported by previous research from
Dini  Irawati (2016) the result
evidently shows that literature circles

contribute a significant effect to
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improve students’ reading
comprehension.

The second result shown there
was very significant effect of using
literature circles together on students’
reading comprehension to be used in
teaching reading. It is proven by the
result of t-score (12,3) is higher than t-
table in the level of significance 1%
(2,750). This result is in line with the
previous research conducted by
Ashley Mirandaet al (2015The results
of this study were measured based on
comparing  the  pre-and post
intervention data for individual
students as well as the group as a
whole. Results determined that in this
study student comprehension was not
positively affected by the use of
literature circles, while student self-
perception of reading skills was
positively impacted slightly
throughout the study.

From the result above,the
researcher can conclude that the
students’ reading  comprehension
before being taught literature circles
was low. Then, students’ reading
comprehensionafterbeing taught using
literature circles was increase. From
the data that have been analyzed by
using statistic analyze, the result of the
t-test scores was (12,3) and the t-table

was 2,750 (in significant 1%). In other
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words, the t-score was higher than t-
table. It means Ha is accepted and Ho
Is rejected. Based from the result, the
researcher concluded that there was
any significant effect of literature
circles students’

on reading

comprehension.

B. Conclusion

Based on the results above the
researcher concluded that Literature
Circles has good effect for students’
reading comprehension, because this
technique can help the students got the
better comprehend the text and their
increase.

reading motivation also

Beside, most of the students can
answer some questions from the text
which consists of some indicators of
reading comprehension such as
identified general information, specific
information, detail information, and
the last is finding the difficult word. In
addition, it is also supported by the
(1995) which
Heads

cooperative

theory of Slavin

proposes that Numbered

Together is one of

learning techniques which involves
all members of group because all
members have to know and they will
explain  their group’s  answers.
Besides, their reading comprehension
their teamwork and

are increases,

responsibility increase too.
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The researcher suggests to the
teacher and the students . The teacher
should teach the students literature
circles in learning reading because this
technique can make the students easy
to comprehend and answer the task
which consists some indicators of
reading comprehension. Another that,
Literature Circles technique can
change the assumption that reading is
boring to be

subject interesting

subject. There is also cooperation
between the students who have higher
ability with the student who have less
ability. The teacher should be more
creative in facilitating the process of
teaching learning activity in the
classroom. Hopefully, it can make the
students enjoy teaching learning
process.

The students should be active in
teaching learning process especially in
Then,

should read English material not only

reading class. the students
inside class but they should read
outside class too, so their English skill
increase in

especially reading

comprehension.
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