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ABSTRACT

GALIH PAMUNGKAS: the effect of question-answer technique on the student reading

comprehension at the eight year students on mts ki ageng kerto in academic years 2014/2015”

Keywords: Reading, Reading Comprehension and Question-Answer Technique

Reading is one of the English receptive skills. In the real class, reading has been a bored
material. And the other, the traditional teaching strategies such as give the student's text, asks the
student to read and do the task below. The traditional strategies make them bored in reading subject
and it make their motivation in learning reading become poor and the last result of their mark will be
poor.

The problem of the research is 1) Is there any significant impact of : the effect of question-
answer technique on the student reading comprehension at the eight year students on mts ki
ageng kerto in academic years 2014/2015 ?

This research uses quantitative design and employs pre-test and post-test design and the
subject of the research is the second grade students of MTs Ki Ageng Kerto Baron Nganjuk  that takes
two classes consists of 30 students each class. The research was done in three meetings. The data are
collected using pre-test, post-test and t-test is applied to analyze the data.

The result shows that t-score was 1,00 at the degree of freedom 29 and t-table is 0,364 at the
level of significance 5% and 0,478 at the level of significance 1%. It means that t-score (11,702) > t-
table at the level of significance 5% (0,364). The data shows that t-score is higher than t-table at the
level of significance 5%. Therefore, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and null hypothesis
(Ho) is rejected. It can be concluded that pre-questioning technique has significant impact to the
students’ reading comprehension at the second grade students of MTs Ki Ageng Kerto Baron Nganjuk
in academic year 2014/2015.

Finally the researcher concludes that Question-Answer Technique can be used in teaching reading
especially reading comprehension because it arouses the students in reading subject and the researcher
suggest that the English teacher should be able to select the appropriate strategies for the students. So,

the students not feel bored and they can understand the material easily.
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I. Background of the Problem

In learning English, there are four

skills that must be mastered by the

students; one of them is reading skill.

Reading is an essential skill for a success

learning, without comprehending this skill;

the students will not be able to proceed

further learning, neither improving other

skills nor understanding any written text.

According to Nunan (2003:69):

“Reading is an essential skill for

learners of English as foreign

language. For most learners it is the

most important skill to master in

order to ensure success not only in

learning English but also in learning

in any content class where reading

required”.

In line with Nunan, reading is the

most important skill to ensure success in

learning. Success in learning means that

the students completely understand what is

stated in the text. So, reading is a process

to understand, to comprehend something

that is written. Reading cannot be

separated with comprehension, because

comprehension is reading itself.

Reading comprehension is a process

in which the reader constructs meaning

using as the building materials, the

information on the printed page and the

knowledge stored in the reader’s head

(Samuels:169). It involves intentional

thinking, during which meaning is

constructed through interactions between

text and reader. Reading is comprehension.

Comprehension is what reading is all

about. Decoding without comprehension is

simply word barking—being able to

articulate the word correctly without

understanding its meaning. Effective

comprehend readers not only make sense

of the text they are reading, they can also

use the information it contains.

Reading comprehension is

fundamental for English foreign learners in

getting information and knowledge.

Students should have mastered the reading

skill. Good achievement in reading is

important for the students. Students will

get information and ideas which can enrich

their vocabulary and ideas. In order to

produce good reading ability, students

need to use appropriate method in learning

the reading skill. It means that reading has

an important role in teaching and learning

English. It must be mastered by the

learners to be succeeded in language

learning. And reading can also influence

the level of students’ competence in other

field of studies.

Nuttal (1996:30) states that reading

widely is a highly effective means of

extending our command of language. It

means that by reading skills, learners get a
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lot of progress in many learning areas

effectively. Because most of information

the learners need in teaching and learning

process served in written form. So, they

are able to obtain kind of information to

develop their experience and knowledge

better by reading.

As students comprehend the texts

they are reading, they learn to draw on

their personal, social, cultural and

academic knowledge and experiences in

order to read and interact with the ideas in

the text and the ideas and reactions of other

readers. They take the information they

read and integrate it with their own

thoughts, knowledge and experiences to

help them make meaning from the text.

They also develop their ability to respond

to the ideas presented in the text and to

think critically about what they are

reading. This involves developing

knowledge, skill and an understanding of

processes and strategies that enable

developing readers to read with accuracy

and understanding (Alison Davis, 2011:3).

By reading with good comprehension, the

students will focus on the subject matter;

they will already know some of the

information. There are more chances they

will discover something new as they read,

and they can connect this with their prior

knowledge. Eventually, their store of

information becomes quite admirable.

Furthermore, Nuttal (1996:31) states

that there are three reasons for reading.

First, reading for meaning. The second is

the advantages of knowing foreign

language. And the last is getting message

from the text.

Based on the statement above, there

are several reasons the learners doing

reading. First, the learners do it to get

information from literatures or scientific

books. Second, the learners do it because

they know the foreign language make

easily for learners to get better jobs, access

anything outside of classroom. And the

last, they do it to learn something that is

the moral value for the live.

Although reading is very essential,

there seems to be some common problems,

especially in teaching learning process.

These problems are not only faced by the

students, but also some teachers in

different schools are having problems in

teaching reading. Many students find out

some problems in reading skill. They often

feel bored when they read to find and

understand the paragraphs, sentences or

even words. It happens because most of

students do not have reading habit. They

lack of motivation or purpose, vocabulary,

automaticity of decoding, and fluent

reading. But some major problems the

students faced are that they do not know

the strategies employed by effective
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readers, the nature of the text itself, the

type or genre of the text.

One of the types of text is narrative

text. Narrative text is a story which

contains problems or crisis. Tompkins

(2010:290) states that stories are narratives

about characters trying to overcome

problems or deal with difficulties. In order

to distinguish narrative from mere event

description, some narratologists have

defined it as the recounting of at least two

real or fictive events (or one situation and

one event) neither of which logically

presupposes or entails the other.

Narratologists have also argued that

narrative must have a continuant subject

and constitute a whole. Its social function

is to tell stories or past events, and

entertain the readers. A narrative text

consists of the following generic structure:

orientation that is introducing the

participants and informing the time and the

place, complication that is describing the

rising crisis that the participants have to do

with, resolution that is showing the way of

participant to solve the crisis, better or

worse. Language features of narrative texts

are using past tenses, direct speech, saying

verbs, time connectives and conjunctions,

adverb of time.

On the other hand, the teachers are

mostly having problem dealing with the

method or technique for teaching reading.

Considering the problems faced by the

students, even though the teachers have a

hand-full teaching methods and

experience, it is still not solving the

problems. That is why, choosing the

suitable method or technique for any

reading skill material is very important.

The teacher should be able to give suitable

learning that can attract students’

motivation and interest in the teaching and

learning process especially in reading

comprehension narrative text.

Teaching reading in junior high

school can be done in many ways. The

teachers can use question-answer

techniques before and during the learning

process. The techniques will make students

more active in the classroom and student

can understand the content of the text. The

various activities will make enjoyable in

the classroom. It is very useful for

increasing students’ interest and

motivation in learning English, so the

teaching learning process will run better

and faster.

One of the techniques that can be

applied in teaching reading is question-

answer. Question-Answer is a process

where an individual asks or makes an

inquiry about something and the listener

response verbally main purpose is to assess

the extent of an individual’s knowledge,

understanding, or comprehension of some

topic or subject (Zenger, 1977:103-104).
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readers, the nature of the text itself, the

type or genre of the text.

One of the types of text is narrative

text. Narrative text is a story which

contains problems or crisis. Tompkins

(2010:290) states that stories are narratives

about characters trying to overcome

problems or deal with difficulties. In order

to distinguish narrative from mere event

description, some narratologists have

defined it as the recounting of at least two

real or fictive events (or one situation and

one event) neither of which logically

presupposes or entails the other.

Narratologists have also argued that

narrative must have a continuant subject

and constitute a whole. Its social function

is to tell stories or past events, and

entertain the readers. A narrative text

consists of the following generic structure:

orientation that is introducing the

participants and informing the time and the

place, complication that is describing the

rising crisis that the participants have to do

with, resolution that is showing the way of

participant to solve the crisis, better or

worse. Language features of narrative texts

are using past tenses, direct speech, saying

verbs, time connectives and conjunctions,

adverb of time.

On the other hand, the teachers are

mostly having problem dealing with the

method or technique for teaching reading.

Considering the problems faced by the

students, even though the teachers have a

hand-full teaching methods and

experience, it is still not solving the

problems. That is why, choosing the

suitable method or technique for any

reading skill material is very important.

The teacher should be able to give suitable

learning that can attract students’

motivation and interest in the teaching and

learning process especially in reading
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As stated above, question-answer

technique will be suitable in teaching

reading comprehension narrative text. It’s

a basic technique in reading and it’s very

easy and interesting technique to be

applied in teaching learning process

especially in reading comprehension

narrative text. This technique will be

useful and affect the students’ reading

comprehension in narrative text. And

hopefully enhance the students reading

comprehension and their reading

motivation for not only in the teaching

learning process but also in their daily life.

The writer wants to know the impact

pre-questioning technique in teaching

reading comprehension narrative text to

the students in MTs Ki Ageng Kerto Baron

Nganjuk. Question-answer consists of

some questions provided before the

students read the whole text. It tends to

build the students’ interest and motivation

to read the text.

Relating to the problem above, the

writer wants to analyze the impact of

question-answer technique in teaching

reading comprehension narrative text. Here

the writer decides MTs Ki Ageng Kerto

Baron as research place. The writer finally

determines to conduct a research entitled “:

The Effect Of Question-Answer

Technique On The Student Reading

Comprehension At The Eight Year

Students On Mts Ki Ageng Kerto In

Academic Years 2014/2015”

II. Research Method and Approach

In this research, it used Quantitative

research, according to Creswell (2003:18)

A quantitative is one in which the

investigator primarily uses post positivist

claims for developing knowledge (i.e.,

cause and effect thinking, reduction to

specific variables and hypotheses and

questions, use of measurement and

observation, and the test of

theories),employs strategies of inquiry

such as experiments and surveys, and

collects data on predetermined instruments

that yield statistical data.

The design of the research is

experimental research. Ary Donald (2010:

265) "experimental research is to

determine whether a causal relationship

exists between two or more variables".It

means that if the researcher wants to know

the future of the data which appears

directly, the research is called experiment.

The approach this used in this research is

quantitative approach because the data is in

the form of number and it must be
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calculated and proved using statistic

formula.

On the other hand the name of

quantitative research, it means that is

demanded that this reserach has to use

number, starting from collecting the data,

the exclamation of the data and the

appearance of the result. Ary Donald stated

(2010: 25), " The quantitative researcher

would suggest an experimental study to try

to determine the effect of block scheduling

and other demographic variables on

student performance”.Quantitative

research can represent other people to

spread or do the organized interview and it

is the advantage of quantitative

research.The researcher use One group

Pre-test and Post-test in addition, the writer

applyed Pre Test, Treatment, Post test to

students and get the result to compare of

the data and get the conclusion.

III. RESEARCH RESULT AND

DISCUSSION

A. Research Result

The result of this research shows that

t-score is 11,702 at the degree of freedom

29 and t-table is 0,364 at the level of

significance 5% and 0,478 at the level of

significance 1%. It means that t-score

(11,702) > t-table at the level of

significance 5% (0,364).

The data shows that t-score is higher

than t-table at the level of significance 5%.

Therefore, the alternative hypothesis (Ha)

is accepted and null hypothesis (Ho) is

rejected. It can be concluded that pre-

questioning technique has very significant

impact to the students’ reading

comprehension at the second grade

students of MTs Ki Ageng Kerto Baron

Nganjuk in academic year 2014/2015.

B. Discussion

According to research finding as

explained, it can be concluded that

teaching reading using pre-questioning

technique has significant effect because the

score of post-test is higher than pre-test.

Before the students are taught using pre-

questioning technique that is in pre-test,

the total score is 1805. After they are

taught using reading conference technique

and doing the post-test, the score is 2105.

It can be concluded that the students’ score

is increasing after they are taught using

reading conference technique. Moreover,

in analyzing t-test; t-score is higher than t-

table. The score of t-test is 11,702 and t-

table is 0,364 at the level of significance

5% . Based on the result which obtained,

pre-questioning technique has significant

impact.

There are some reasons why pre-

questioning technique has significant

impact to the students’ reading

comprehension. First, the students’ reading

comprehension in reading is improved.

Using pre-questioning technique in
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assessing reading comprehension can

increase the students’ reading

comprehension because there are some

simple aspects which assessed in pre-

questioning technique, such as: text,

choice, fluency, text focus, and

comprehension. So it can make the

students more understand about what they

have read and their score will be higher.

That is why the students’ score of reading

comprehension is higher than before.

Second, in reading conference, the

students can choose the text by themselves.

It makes them enjoy in reading their own

text. So they can understand the context of

the text well and will be able to answer the

question easily. This makes them able to

do the reading process well and get good

score. Moreover, using pre-questioning

technique, the students will be able to

know their strength and weakness in

reading because the teacher gives them

attention intensively. Besides, the students’

motivation in reading is increasing through

pre-questioning technique.

a. In summary, using pre-questioning

technique affects the result of the

students’ reading comprehension. Based

on the writer’s research finding, pre-

questioning technique benefits students

because they can choose the text by

themselves and give respond easily so

that they can get high score. Besides,

the students’ motivation in reading is

increasing.
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